To make 2009 Victorian State Titles  and Track Attack Better , we need   some   help:  We want to set up a Points Café (like at the 2008 Nationals and ACT)

Do you have access to any of the items below and would like to donate/lend to BMX Victoria and its associated  clubs,  Please read below:

Folks,

            At the post State Titles EMG review meeting, the possibility of setting up a Points Café at the 2009 State Titles (similar to that used at the National Titles) was discussed. For those not familiar with the Points Café concept, it provides a number of PCs in an area with public access where riders, parents etc can check and optionally print moto draws, progressive results and the like.

I am sending this e-mail to appeal to those of you who may have access to suitable, free or very cheap ex corporate or just laying around the house surplus computer equipment that can be donated to BMXV for Points Café use. I envisage that use of the equipment not be limited to just State Titles as the Café is quite easy to set up with the main constraint being a suitable area at the track to house the equipment.

PC Requirements.
Café.
3 – 5 machines. Prefer legitimate software with original CDs so that the PCs can be re-built to purge the detritus that PCs tend to accumulate over their lifetime.

Minimum Configuration (later, faster, event better)

· 1G P3 with 500M RWM, 10/100 Ethernet card. 
· Preferable small footprint case for ease of transport and storage. 
· Optical mouse. 
· LCD screen (again for ease of transport, storage and minimum set up space at tracks) 
· Windows XP SP2 
· Office 2003 version of MS Excel 
Optional.

· Laptop with similar configuration to the Café PCs to run the Café Server program. Not essential but desirable to allow a firewall to be established to isolate the scoring PC from any accidental, intentional or malicious interference from the public accessible Café PCs which of course any one can access. 
Network

· Router with 5-8 ports or 4 port router + 4-8 port switch. I have a 7 port D-Link router with built in print server (used for the Nationals) that can be used until a suitable unit is available. 
· CardBus adaptor such as NetgearFA511 (preferred) or USB to Ethernet adaptor to provide a second network port on the scoring laptop. (Allows separate networks for Café and Scoring for additional security). 
Printer

· Optional. If provided allows riders to print their moto draws and results. Doesn’t need to be particularly fast but one with a  network port is desirable such as the Brother HL-2150N (around $180 new). 
Miscellaneous

· Power boards and extension leads. 
· Network cables. 
I am happy to collect the equipment, configure and test the setup. The only condition I place on doing this work is that there are volunteers willing to be trained in the set up and operation of the Café as it is not in any one’s best interest if I am the only operator with the knowledge to this. Timeline to be up an running for  2009 State Titles /Track Attack is probably unrealistic but none the less desirable.

Your help in this situation would be appreciated 

Thank you for taking the time to read my note 

Regards

Lyndon Downing

Phone +61 (0) 3 9876 3099

Mobile +61 (0) 418 363 231

E-mail willah@bigpond.com
Skype Lyndon.Downing

Or speak to Diane Lacey  in scoring at any of the race meetings

